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MEN IN BLACK

n the midst of ;?éligious revival in Wales, a young
rural woman, described as “exceptionally intelligent,”
was visited three nights in succession by a “man
dressed in black,” Beriah G. Evans of the Barmouth
Advertiser reported on March 30, 1905. “This figure
has delivered a message to the girl which she is
frightened to relate.”

The revival owed its inspiration to the charismatic
Mary Jones, a 38-year-old farmwife and recent
convert to fervent Christian faith, who had quickly
become a preacher of exceptional power and
persuasiveness. Those who accompanied her in her
travels through the Welsh countryside noted that
mysterious lights seemed to accompany her. This
aspect of her ministry was widely remarked on in
press accounts—not surprisingly, because journalists
saw the lights, too. Since the lights also appeared in
places where Mrs. Jones did not happen to be, the
association between the lights and her was most likely
coincidental. Wales apparently was undergoing what
decades later would be called a UFO wave.

Evans wrote that on at least one other occasion a man
in black was observed:

During Mrs. Jones’s visit to Bryncrug, in the
neighborhood of Towyn, a similar apparition
was seen from different standpoints, but simul-
taneously by (@) alocal professional man and (b)
a gentleman farmer of good standing. The for-
mer, startled, uttered an involuntary prayer.
Immediately one of Mrs. Jones’s mysterious
“Lights” appeared above, a white ray darting
from which pierced the figure, which thereup-
on vanished [Evans, 1905].

Nearly a century later it is difficult to know what to
make of stories like these. The Welsh landscape of
early 1905 was rife with supernatural manifestations.
Persons affected by the revival reported encounters
with Jesus, angels, and demonic black dogs. Satan,
too, was met on dark country roads. Perhaps the men
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in black were his agents, and as dependent on the
imagination of the beholder as the other denizens of
heaven and hell “seen” by the faithful and the fervent.

Men in black had already been associated with the
devil for several centuries (Gregory, 1971). As Wil-
liam Woods writes of medieval encounters in A Histo-
ry of the Devil (1973), “Sometimes the devil wears
green or gray, but mostly he is dressed in black, and
always in the fashion of the day.” In 1730 a 13-year-
old Norwegian girl told clerical witch-hunters, who
did not doubt her testimony, that six years earlier she
and her grandmother had flown on the back of a pig
to attend a meeting with Satan. On the way, the
clerics wrote in their report of the interrogation,
“they met three men dressed in black whom the
grandmother referred to as ‘grandfather’s boys’.”
Once arrived at their destination, they “went in and
sat down at table next to the devil, whom her grand-
mother called ‘grandfather’” (Robbins, 1959). “Three
men dressed in black™ would be heard of again, in a
whole new context, over two centuries later.

Albert Bender and the men in black. In the summer of
1947, as “flying saucers” entered public conscious-
ness following a wave of sightings that began in the
Pacific Northwest and soon spread across the conti-
nent (Bloecher, 1967), 2 man named Harold Dahl
reported that he had observed a UFO as it discharged
metallic substances into the ocean water between
Tacoma and Maury Island, Washington. The follow-
ing morning, he claimed, a stranger clad in a dark suit
invited him to breakfast in downtown Tacoma, then
startled him by reciting a detailed account of Dahl’s
experience of the previous day, even though at that
point it had received no publicity. The stranger then
threatened Dahl, intimating that he and his family
would be harmed if he discussed his sighting with
anyone else.

Subsequent investigation by the Air Force (Ruppelt,
1956; Strentz, 1970) elicited confessions from Dahl
and associate Fred L. Crisman that the two—with
Crisman acting as mastermind—had engineered a
fantastic hoax. Nonetheless some civilian investiga-
tors, most notably Kenneth Arnold (Arnold and Palm-
er, 1952; “The Mystery,” 1948), refused to credit the
retraction and charged that the truth about what
would be called the ‘“Maury Island mystery” was
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being covered up (see The Emergence of Phenomenon,
pp- 244-46). This is almost certainly untrue, but the
legend would live on among uncritical flying-saucer
enthusiasts. It would mark the first claimed appear-
ance of a man in black in a UFO-era context, though
the concept of “men in black” would not be formed
until a few years later.

The International Flying Saucer Bureau (IFSB), which
came into being in April 1952 under the direction of
Albert K. Bender of Bridgeport, Connecticut, was the
most successful early UFO organization. Within
months of its creation the IFSB had branches in other
countries, an active investigations unit, and a maga-
zine, Space Review. But in the fall of 1953 Bender’s
ardent pursuit abruptly ended. The following month
Bender wrote in Space Review, ““The mystery of the
flying saucers is no longer a mystery. The source is
already known, but any information about this is
being withheld by orders from a higher source.” He
urged UFO enthusiasts to “please be very cautious.”

To afew close associates, including IFSB chief investi-
gator Gray Barker, Bender confided a strange story.
He said that in late September, after he had confided
a UFO theory to an unnamed correspondent, three
dark-suited men visited him. The men, who Bender
intimated were agents of the U.S. government, im-
parted the alarming answer to the UFO mystery and
threatened him with imprisonment if he told anyone.
The episode was so upsetting that Bender was physi-
cally ill for three days afterwards. One of the strang-
ers paid a return visit, acting friendlier this time and
enabling Bender to recover from the trauma of the
earlier meeting.

Bender’s “silencing” obsessed Barker, who would go
on to become a prominent writer, editor, and pub-
lisher on the fringes of saucerdom (see Emergence, pp.
71-76). In a February 1954 article he wrote a cautious
summation of all that was known, which was not
much; he also acknowledged that UFO enthusiasts,
including himself, might be making too much of this.
The article mentioned Australian ufologist Edgar
Jarrold, who recently had received a visitor who had
told him startling UFO secrets which Jarrold was
directed to keep to himself (Barker, 1954). Not long
afterwards a badly frightened Jarrold dropped out of
active UFO research (Barker, 1956).
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Almost certainly the Bender and Jarrold matters
would have passed into obscurity if not for They Knew
Too Much About Flying Saucers, the book Barker would
write two years later. They Knew Too Much launched
the men-in-black legend in ufology. Casting all his
previous reservations and doubts aside, Barker re-
counted, in 246 pages of dramatic, paranoia-drenched
prose, the doings of the sinister “Silence Group”
which brought enforcers in dark suits to the residenc-
es of UFO researchers who got too close to the truth.
Among the victims, Barker asserted, were Bender,
Dahl, and Crisman in the United States, Jarrold in
Australia, John Stuart and Doreen Wilkinson in New
Zealand (see Sex and UFOs), and Laimon Mitris
(given the pseudonym “Gordon Smallwood” in the
book) of Canada. Barker freely speculated that the
silencers might be of unearthly origin, and he warned
readers that soon they “will be at your door, too,
unless we all get wise and find out who the three men
really are.”

Barker kept what he called the “Bender mystery”
alive by featuring it regularly in the pages of his
magazine The Saucerian (later Saucerian Bulletin), whose
readership consisted mostly of persons attracted to
the claims and concerns of the emerging contactee
movement. Conservative ufologists paid little atten-
tion to men-in-black tales, but such stories fright-
ened and enthralled saucer fans of a paranoic bent.

South African contactee Ann Grevler identified the
“‘Men in Dark Suits’ and all the other mysterious
strangers threatening those ‘who know too much’” as
evil space people seeking to thwart the efforts of
benevolent extraterrestrials (Anchor, 1958). To
contactees George Hunt Williamson and John McCoy,
the

“three men” are not just peculiar to “Saucer”
investigation, for there have always been “three
men” present during every great event of rec-
orded (and unrecorded) history. They operate
as hired henchmen of the “International Bank-
ers” and their only duty is to suppress all men
who would act as channels of truth to other
men. . .. These secret world rulers will never
allow official UFO announcements to be made
to the public. If they did allow it, it would spell
their doom. If the technology of the space
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visitors is revealed it will immediately eliminate
the need for oil, gas, automobiles, and practical-
ly everything else that drains the public and
keeps every family in America on a credit-buy-
ing spree until they are deposited six feet under
[Williamson and McCoy, 1958].

George Adamski, the leading contactee of the peri-
od, was sure he knew from where the conspiracy was
being orchestrated. “Zurich, financial center of the
world, is the international headquarters for the ‘Si-
lence Group’!” he exclaimed. “The invisible reins of
financial influence extend from Zurich to puppet
organizations in every nation!” (Adamski, 1961).

But in 1962, in Flying Saucers and the Three Men,
Bender told a different story. He claimed that his
silencing had occurred after he incurred the wrath of
monstrous extraterrestrials who kidnapped him and
flew him to the South Pole. These beings monitored
his activities until 1960, when they returned to their
home planet Kazik and Bender was freed to tell his
tale. Even Barker, who published the book—which
read like a mediocre science-fiction novel—under
his Saucerian imprint, privately expressed disbelief,
and most readers did not take it seriously. Still,
whatever his off-stage reservations, Barker kept the
“mystery” alive in a series of publications and
promotions, the last of which appeared a year before
his death (Barker, 1983). In 1963 he released both
The Bender Mystery Confirmed, an anthology of read-
ers’ sometimes strange responses to Three Men, and
the more interesting—and even stranger—UFO
Warning, John Stuart’s allegedly true account of how
supernatural sexual harassment drove him and Doreen
Wilkinson out of ufology. His colleagues suspected
Stuart, a married man, had spun an absurd yarn to
cover up an affair which resulted in Wilkinson’s

pregnancy.

There was no way to reconcile Bender’s earlier story,
sketchy though it was, with the latter tale. Those
whose interest in the matter had not yet flagged could
only deduce that either the “Bender mystery” was a
fabrication from the outset or the first story was true
and the second a concoction intended to end years of
pestering by nosy UFO buffs. Persons who knew
Bender, recalling how frightened he had been in the
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fall of 1953, remained convinced that government
agents had indeed threatened him.

Bender eventually moved to Bakersfield, California,
and later to Los Angeles. Since the late 1960s he has
had virtually nothing to do with UFOs and ufologists.
It is likely that the truth will come to light only if one
day someone finds the relevant documents in an
official file—assuming, of course, Bender was in fact
the subject of government attention. In the mean-
time, however, a plausible retrospective interpreta-
tion of the episode is possible.

In January 1953 the Central Intelligence Agency,
fearing that the Soviet Union might use UFO reports
for psychological warfare and other subversive ends,
assembled a panel of five American scientists, all with
CIA connections, under the leadership of physicist
H. P. Robertson. Over the next four days, in Wash-
ington, D.C,, the scientists devoted a total of 12 hours
to reviewing data from the Air Force’s Project Blue
Book. Their final report contended that UFO re-
ports, while all potentially explainable, comprised a
danger to national security because they could “over-
load channels of communication with material quite
irrelevant to hostile objects that might some day
appear.” Thus the Air Force should energetically
debunk UFOs and embark on an educational cam-
paign to discourage public interest, thereby reducing
the ““dangers related to ‘flying saucers’.”

Furthermore, civilian UFO groups “should be watched
because of their potentially great influence on mass
thinking if widespread sightings should occur. The
apparent irresponsibility and the possible use of such
groups for subversive purposes should be kept in
mind” (Durant, 1953; Emergence, pp. 289-91).

In September 1953, when Bender allegedly met the
three agents, the Robertson panel’s existence, for-
mally classified Secret, was unknown to anyone in the
civilian UFO community.

There are other, more specific reasons Bender may
have drawn official interest. Unlike most other saucer
clubs of the period, IFSB participated actively in
investigations of UFO reports. The most remarkable
of these was a physical-evidence case. Shortly after 9
PM. on August 19, 1953, residents of New Haven,
Connecticut, heard an explosion and observed a fast-
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moving, ricocheting “fireball” at treetop level. They
also saw a freshly made foot-wide hole in a nearby
metal signboard. The object apparently had ripped
through 20-gauge steel and continued on its way
undeterred (‘“Mystery Blast,” 1953). Naval Ordnance
personnel were on the scene soon afterwards. So was
IFSB investigator August C. Roberts, who managed
to extract at least one small piece from the sign.

IFSB sent the sample to Col. Robert B. Emerson, a
Louisiana-based physicist, member of the U.S. Army
Reserve, and IFSB research consultant, later to serve
on the Board of Governors of the National Investiga-
tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena. Emerson
said he would contact friends at the atomic-research
facility at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, about having it
analyzed. If anything came of this, no record of it
survives. A separate analysis arranged through the
Wisconsin-based Aerial Phenomena Research Or-
ganization determined that a second fragment con-
sisted mostly of copper and copper oxide (Eifert,
1953). This, plus the fireball’s movement, ruled out
any possibility it was a meteorite. (In the late 1940s, in
the wake of a series of sightings of enigmatic green
fireballs in New Mexico, scientists were surprised to
find copper particles in collections of air dust. Uni-
versity of New Mexico meteoriticist Lincoln La Paz,
who was investigating the fireball sightings for the Air
Force, said, “I know of no case in which even the
tiniest particle of copper has been reported in a dust
collection supposedly of meteoritic origin.” [See Emer-
gence, pp. 182-91.])

In a reconstruction of the Bender episode, Michael
D. Swords has suggested that Roberts’s retrieval of
the metal pieces—*“under the noses of Naval Ord-
nance investigators”—would almost certainly have
attracted the attention of federal authorities (Swords,
1992). Furthermore, he writes, IFSB

was a civilian organization actually attempting
scientific research on UFOs (case studies, photo
analysis, metallurgy). In some significant way it
may have been the first such organization prob-
ing into the flying discs in this fashion. It also
had an expanding international network for
sharing projects and information. One such
project between Bender and his Australian and
New Zealand colleagues was to plot UFO flight
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paths in hopes of discovering their bases of
origin. What do you think U.S. intelligence
thought of all this in 1953?

It requires little genius to suspect that the CIA,
et al., were monitoring this organization and
that several developments indicated that the
stage in which the IFSB was only a harmless
flying-saucer club was passing. International
projects plotting unidentified aircraft flights
are plenty enough to concern the CIA. . . . Also
it was the period directly following the Robertson
Panel and its CIA concerns with the potential
Soviet manipulability of the UFO phenome-
non. What would intelligence agencies’ opin-
ions be about a bunch of Americans preaching
an open-arms welcome for strange incoming
ships in the sky?

This interpretation does not necessarily require us to
believe that the United States government was cover-
ing up secrets related to extraterrestrial visitation
(nor, of course, does it contradict this view). The
copper “fireball” may have been a military device, the
aircraft flights those of Allied or Soviet planes. The
fantastic, frightening story the three men told Bender
may have been concocted for his benefit, to scare him
out of further UFO research.

If this is indeed what happened, Bender would not be
the last victim of such a counterintelligence scheme.
In the early 1980s Albuquerque physicist and UFO
enthusiast Paul Bennewitz became the target of in-
timidation after he monitored electronic signals ema-
nating from a nuclear installation near Kirtland Air
Force Base. Bennewitz decided that these messages
were of extraterrestrial origin, sent from UFOs oper-
ating in the area. The signals, which were not illusory,
were part of a highly classified military experiment,
though there is no reason to think they had anything
to do with UFOs. When Kirtland authorities learned
of Bennewitz’s eavesdropping, they turned on him
with a vengeance, employing psychological-warfare
techniques which one observer and partial partici-
pant (Bishop, 1993; Moore, 1989) has claimed were
intended to trigger an emotional collapse. If so, they
succeeded. Bennewitz was already entertaining dark,
conspiratorial theories about UFOs and their inten-
tions; operatives from the Air Force Office of Special
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Investigations passed on disinformation, alleged to
be the U.S. government’s deepest UFO secrets, which
confirmed and enlarged on Bennewitz’s fantasies.
Bennewitz became so distraught that soon afterwards
he was hospitalized. He subsequently retired from
the UFO scene. (For a full account of this extraordi-
nary episode, see UFOs in the 1980s, pp. 88-95, 103-
07.)

The Jarrold affair, it is now known, was neither so
menacing nor so mysterious as Barker made it out to
be, and it had nothing to do with the “Bender mys-
tery.” Jarrold’s flying-saucer obsession had placed
him in an unstable state which soon led to an emo-
tional breakdown and the break-up of his family. The
purportedly enigmatic visitor whom Barker linked to
Bender’s men in black was in reality an itinerant
occultist, contactee, and retired bank security guard
named Gordon Deller. Deller told the impression-
able Jarrold that flying saucers were of “etheric”
(other-dimensional) origin, that etherians had cho-
sen Jarrold as one of their earthly agents, and that
their coming had to do with an imminent geological
cataclysm. Deller also called on Jarrold’s New Zea-
land friend and colleague Harold Fulton, who dis-
missed him as an amiable crackpot. After leaving
New Zealand, Deller traveled to North America where
he met, among others, Laimon Mitris. (See Emer-
gence, pp. 33941, 344-46.)

John Keel and the MIB. By the mid-1950s the legend of
the men in black had become fixed in the imagina-
tions of ufology’s more excitable followers. Yet, with
the arguable exception of the early Bender affair (as
opposed to the later Bender book), it was much ado
about little beyond fabrication, paranoia, and Bark-
er’s promotional genius. Probably the notion of men
in black would have devolved into vague memory had
it not been for the efforts of occult journalist John A.
Keel. Through Keel men in black were not only

revived but transformed into something else entirely:
the “MIB.”

Though he did not appear on the UFO scene until the
mid-1960s, Keel would become one of the most
influential writers in the history of ufology. At a time
when the mainstream ufological consensus had only
recently embraced reports (later to be called close
encounters of the third kind) of even briefly ob-
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served UFO occupants, Keel championed a far more
exotic vision of the UFO phenomenon than anyone
but fringe figures had fancied heretofore.

Financed by a hefty advance from a major New York
book publisher, he set out from his home in Manhat-
tan to collect testimony from witnesses in the field.
The bulk of his time in 1966 and 1967 was spent on
Long Island and in the Ohio River Valley, where he
interviewed persons who recounted bizarre experi-
ences with a range of otherworldly entities. Essential-
ly a demonologist, Keel ridiculed extraterrestrial theo-
ries; to him UFOs and the creatures associated with
them represented a malevolent supernatural order
which had been interfering in human affairs as long
as there had been Homo sapiens.

Among the entities whose activities Keel chronicled
were not-quite-human individuals who intimidated
witnesses and who seemed linked with UFOs. Some-
times, he wrote, they threatened witnesses who had
not told anyone else about their sightings. Usually
they wore dark suits, sometimes with turtleneck sweat-
ers, and had dark complexions and Oriental features.
Others were pale and bug-eyed. Their behavior was
frequently odd, as if they were operating in an envi-
ronment alien to them. In many cases they drove
black Cadillacs or other limousinelike vehicles.

Keel had no doubt that his informants were telling
the truth because he himself had seen these entities
on more than one occasion. In the summer of 1967,
responding to a series of strange phone messages
which urged him to go by himself to a solitary loca-
tion on Long Island, “I found a large black Cadillac
containing two dark-skinned men in dark suits appar-
ently waiting for me,” he wrote (Keel, 1968). “They
blinked their headlights at me and then slowly drove
off. I followed them for several miles, until they went
around a bend in the road in a heavily forested area
and disappeared. I had cruised around for several
minutes trying to pick up their trail when suddenly
they reappeared behind me and followed me! I
stopped and started to get out of my rented car but
they drove slowly on past me and again vanished.
Apparently the whole episode was staged to convince
me that the Men In Black really do exist.”

On other occasions, he wrote, “I woke up in the
middle of the night to find myself unable to move,
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with a huge dark apparition standing over me” (Keel,
1970). This sounds suspiciously like an occurrence of
a variety of sleep paralysis, and in fact behavioral
scientist and folklorist David J. Hufford cites precise-
ly this quote in a classic book on the subject (Hufford,
1982). Keel further claimed, more fantastically, to
have had numerous phone conversations with a “Mr.
Apol,” who “did not know who or what he was. He
was a prisoner of our time frame. He often confused
the past with the future. I gathered that he and all his
fellow entities found themselves transported back-
ward and forward in time involuntarily, playing out
their little games because they were programmed to
do so, living—or existing—only so long as they could
feed off the energy and minds of mediums and
contactees.” A Long Island woman allegedly saw Mr.
Apol. She knew it was he because when he stepped
out of a black Cadillac he shook her hand—his own
was “as cold as ice”’—and so introduced himself. She
said he resembled a “Hawaiian” (Keel, 1975).

Years later Keel would make an even more incredible
claim. “I was learning that I could actually control
UFO events in those days,” he wrote. Having noticed
that many reports had MIB wearing turtleneck sweat-
ers, he tried an experiment. He told a friend, biolo-
gist and anomalist Ivan T. Sanderson (himself a re-
cipient of MIB visitations, according to Keel [Keel,
1973]), that MIB wore this particular type of apparel
to cover the fact that they were sea-dwelling creatures
with gills. Soon afterwards, Keel related, a Florida
correspondent told him that one rainy night a driver
had picked up a turtleneck-clad hitchhiker. When
the neck slid down at one point, the driver was
shocked to see that his passenger had gills. “I tried
numerous variations on this later and found that the
MIBs quickly took up many of my notions,” Keel
asserted. “They were playing games with me. It be-
came obvious that they were not real people but some
kind of phantasms” (Keel, 1994).

In Keel's view MIB are ubiquitous presences in hu-
man history, responsible for or related to such dispa-
rate phenomena as the Grim Reaper image, vampire
lore, and demonological visitations. ““A dark gentle-
man in a cloak and hood is supposed to have handed
Thomas Jefferson the design for the reverse side of
the Great Seal of the United States,” he has written.
“Julius Caesar, Napoleon, and many others are sup-
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posed to have had enigmatic meetings with these odd
personages.” Another, according to Keel, was Mal-
colm X (Keel, 1970). Keel claims, moreover:

Men In Black are also an integral part of the
Oriental belief in the King of the World. An-
cient tradition in parts of China, Tibet and
India claims that there is an underground city
where the King of the World runs everything by
sending spies and minions to the surface. They
dress in black robes and suits, of course, their
countenances are very Oriental. In the Middle
East, they move around the deserts in black
robes and headdresses [Beckley, 1990].

Weird tales. Those who suspected MIBs (as Keel called
them) were Keel’'s own invention soon had to deal
with similar reports from other sources, and from the
1970s into the early 1980s stories of MIB visitations
were, if not welcome in all quarters, certainly ubiqui-
tous. Some examples:

On May 3, 1975, a young private pilot named Carlos
de los Santos experienced a near-collision with three
daylight discs—an event confirmed by radar at Mexi-
co City airport. The incident attracted considerable
press attention, and a week later De los Santos was
invited to discuss it on a television talk show. As he
drove down the freeway on the way to the interview, a
large black Galaxie limousine pulled in front of him.
An identical car appeared just behind him. The two
vehicles, which looked brand new, forced him to the
side of the road. Four tall, broad-shouldered, pale-
skinned men in dark suits jumped out and approach-
ed the young man, still in his car. Speaking Spanish in
a *“mechanical” tone, one warned him to cease speak-
ing about the sighting “if you value your life and your
family’s, too.”

A month later, on his way to breakfast with visiting
American astronomer/ufologist J. Allen Hynek, De
los Santos encountered one of the MIBs on the hotel
steps. The MIB shoved him and said something that
indicated the young man’s movements had been
monitored. As before, De los Santos was intimidated
into breaking his appointment (Clark, 1979; De los
Santos Montiel, 1977).

Though a link between MIB and UFQ intelligences is
implied in some of the stories, the connection be-
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comes explicit in two 1971 tales from South America.
On January 23, 1971, a Porto Alegre, Brazil, newspa-
per took note of recurring UFO sightings in a rural
location close to Brasilia. An unnamed local man, a
peasant, is quoted as saying that the *“state governor”
shows up regularly and looks for “little stones” in the
nearby woods. Always dressed in black, he arrives via
an “airplane . . . made of two dishes, like one atop the
other, and when it goes up in the air it changes color
and then disappears quicker than a flash” (Creighton,
1972).

In July of that year El Mundo, published in Caracas,
Venezuela, printed a letter from a Spanish physician,
Guillermo Arguello de la Motta, who described an
experience he and his family underwent early on the
evening of the seventh. While visiting friends who
lived near a small town east of Caracas, they saw two
black-clad men step out of a brand-new red Mustang
automobile. Both wore red ties and black berets—an
odd detail which caught the observers’ particular
attention. In Arguello’s words:

The two men stood there waiting for about five
minutes and then began to put on orange-
colored belts, talking together animatedly in
the meantime. Suddenly a shining object ap-
peared in the sky. It rapidly descended and then
stopped at a height of about 60 centimeters
from the ground. It was circular, bell-shaped
underneath, and with a turret on the upper
part. Its width could have been about 30 meters.
What surprised us most of all about it [were] the
rapid changes of color, from orange to blue and
then to white. When it halted, floating in the air,
it rotated through almost 180 degrees. Sudden-
ly a small parabolic staircase came down from
the base of it, which enabled the two men from
the Mustang car to enter the saucer with ease.
When the staircase had been drawn in again,
the craft dipped slightly towards its left side and
then, following an inclined flight path, vanished
into the sky at an impressive speed. The ma-
chine was of course definitely no helicopter. It
was totally silent, and its shape was something
totally unknown, i.é., not conventional [ibid.].

All MIB are not necessarily garbed in dark suits. The
term is a generic one, used to refer to any unusual,



Men in Black

High Strangeness

threatening, or strangely behaved individual whose
appearance on the scene can be linked in some
fashion with a UFO sighting. One of the most
surrealistic—and comic—MIB episodes took place
in rural Ohio in 1974. The witnesses were a couple
who to all indications had never heard of MIB.

Marc Hunker, a local representative of the Mutual
UFO Network (MUFON), interviewed and tape-rec-
orded the couple shortly after the alleged events
occurred. The quoted remarks that follow are from
the tape.

On a Saturday evening in early April, while driving on
a country road in east Hancock County, Frank and
Kathy (pseudonyms) spotted a brilliant light low in
the north-northeastern sky. Thinking it was from a
fire, they decided to drive to the site to see if there was
anything they could do to help. Soon, however, the
“fire” got bigger and shot up into the air so that the
two could see underneath it. Frank conceded the
obvious. “That ain’t no barn fire,” he said. “Looked
like the whole northeast section of the sky was on fire
from it. It was pulsating and shooting off light. It was
down on ground level, treetop height and below, just
nosing around along the ground there.” They were
about five miles south of it.

They got closer to the object. “I got on channel 18 [of
his citizen’s band radio] and broke four other guys,
and I told them, ‘Fellows, this is the Longrifle Man
out here on the Cromer Road, and I got a saucer
critter. . .. It’s reddish orange and maybe two or
three hundred yards acrost, and it’s movin’ around.’”
As Frank told Hunker:

While we were talkin’ on the radio, that thing
seemed to open up and eject, on the end of a
rope or somethin’, a large square box-kite
contraption. It stuck ‘em out, and they’d go
whirly-whirly-whirly in the air for a while, and
then it'd stick ’em back in and close the door.
Appeared to me that it was takin’ samples of
some kind.

It turned towards us and approached. That’s
when I first said, “Kathy, let’s get out of here.
We don’t want to get scooped up in that con-
traption.” But when it started chasin’ us, it quit
pullin’ ’em out.
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When it turned slaunch ways—that’s edge-
ways—it would look like a long cee-gar. But
when it would straighten out, it’d look like a
saucer. And when it came towards us—it came
well within a half a mile—I could hear some
kind of runnin’ sound very faintly to it....
Anyway, we turned around and hauled tail out
of there. ...

[I]t must have got aggravated at me for tellin’
the world where it was at and what it was doin’

because it commenced to follerin’ us.... It
followed us for 47 miles according to my speed-
ometer.

We finally caused it to leave when we turned out
the lights. Seems like it was following us by
watchin’ the headlights! So I turned out the
lights, and with a black car in a black night, it—I
guess—finally gave up and left.

By now they were hungry, so they pulled off into the
parking lot of the Wigwam, a roadside bar and restau-
rant. It was 2:15 Am. They had barely stepped inside
when a man rushed up to them and asked excitedly,
“What did you see in the sky?”

“You must have a CB,” Frank said. “Did I talk to
you?”

The man started at him blankly. “No,” he said. And
then, as Kathy would express it subsequently, “he
kept a-talkin’ real dumb.” His voice became slow and
choppy, and he spoke like a record being played at
considerably less than its intended speed: “What . . .
did...you...see...in...the...sky?”

He followed them to their table. Frank asked him
again, “If you don’t have a CB, how do you know
about it?”” The man ignored the question and contin-
ued to press them about what they had seen. Finally
Frank snapped, “I don’t think that it’s any of your
business.” Still, unable to suppress his curiosity, he
tried one more time to get an answer. “How do you
know about it?” he asked.

The man, in Frank’s words, “got the stupidest look
on his face, and then he said the weirdest thing I ever
heard.” The man said, “I...live...by... visions!”
The words were spoken slowly and choppily. Then, as



High Strangeness

Men in Black

Frank put it, “he bugged his eyes out of his head a
good three inches.”

“Sometimes further,” Kathy added. “I thought that I
was seeing things. But . . . I knew we weren’t seeing
things.”

As all of this was going on, Frank and Kathy were
astounded to observe that nobody else in the restau-
rant was paying any attention.

The man had an unusually large mouth. Frank said it
opened “five inches at least” when he uttered his
peculiar remark about visions. The man’s nose was
longer than normal, and his eyes seemed to emit
light. He was short (about 5'4") and bald, with an
apparent weight of 140 pounds. His fingers were
twice as long as normal fingers.

“I looked daggers at him,” Frank said. “He was
startin’ to make me disgusted, saucer critter notwith-
standing. He goes making eyes at my lady. ... He
turned away and went to the other end of the bar.”
When Frank and Kathy got up to leave, the man
shouted, “Hey, where do you think you’re going?
You get back here! I want to talk to you!”

Speaking loudly enough so that the man could over-
hear him, Frank said to Kathy, “We don’t want to talk
to that poor white trash. Let’s go!” They got into their
car and drove off.

“Everything was all right for a couple miles,” Frank
recalled. “And then there was two bright eyes that
appeared like headlights, only they were real close-
set together—closer-set than a jeep would be....
They appeared to vary from three inches in diameter
and very intense to about 12 inches . . . and they’d go
back up and raise up.”

Frank’s first thought was that they were car lights,
probably from a vehicle with a drunk driver at the
wheel. The lights were three miles or so away, but
they were closing in fast. “I was rollin’ along at 50,”
Frank recalled, ‘“‘and he was closin’ in like 90. So we
turned. I didn’t want no part of him.”

Frank turned off his lights and watched to see what
would happen to the lights. “All of a sudden,” he said,
“zoop! zoop! zoop! Right down he went! He overrun
the road, stopped in his tracks, backed up, turned
down the road, and then took off it. . . . I presumed
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thatheleft. . . . Iturned on the lights again, and about
two minutes later, blink! There he was, right behind
us again.”

By this time Frank and Kathy understood that they
were not car lights. In fact, they were shining directly
into Frank’s rearview mirror, which meant they had
to be five or six feet in the air. ‘“We lost him again by
turning out the lights again,” according to Frank. “I
was, | must admit, becoming a little unnerved.”

“Just about then,” Kathy related, “it felt like a force
came up behind me—behind my head—and made
me turn around and look back. We were sitting there
where the road ended and the other road comes
through. And when I turned around, I seen this big
orange ball coming up behind the car. And it acted
like it was gonna suck us up. . . . I went to say, ‘Frank,
the red balll’ But all T could say was a bunch of
mumbles.”

By now some force had grabbed hold of the car and
was hanging on. The lights—the ones the couple had
seen first—then reappeared on the other side of the
orange ball. In front of them, in Frank’s words,

a little man on a little black object . . . kept a-
goin’ back and forth. It was just like a little black
man. Like a devil or something. It looked like it
had an odd-sized top on it. It was all funny-
shaped. I can distinctly remember the triangle
on the end of the tail. I was sittin’ still, tryin’ to
make up my mind whether to cross 12 and go
southorgoinon 12....

But I made up my mind that we better go
straight across. And then all this transpired, and
instinct took over, and I pulled him into low
gear, and away we went across. I letin the clutch
and did give it gas, and nothing happened.
“Come on, come on, let’s go! We ain’t gonna
wait around for this thing!” And I realized that
the rear tires had broke traction. . . .

Istopped, putitinreverse, and backed up, and I
definitely felt it wham something solid. Yanked
it into low and floored it, and it broke loose
three times and then pulled itself across Route
12. And then the critter started followin’ us

again.
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“We saw two white lights, and they were just like
glued to the window,” Kathy remembered. “We kept
seein’ this thing—the little man—goin’ back and
forth, back and forth.”

The object followed them nearly all the way home,
finally stopping about a quarter of a mile from Frank’s
house in Findlay. The couple went inside to call
Kathy’s parents. Half an hour to 45 minutes later,
when they next looked, the UFO was gone, and it did
not reappear as Frank drove Kathy home.

Marc Hunker interviewed the couple a few days after
the alleged encounter. Subsequently he talked with
the Wigwam waitress, who remembered seeing Frank
and Kathy there that night but did not recall the
bizarre events. She did say, however, that she had
seen a strange man sitting alone at the bar. She
wondered who he was and thought it odd that he
would be there by himself at such a late hour. Hunker
later found two CB operators who confirmed hearing
the “Longrifle Man’s” UFO report. One of them had
even seen the object.

Hunker wanted to ask Frank and Kathy some further
questions. He spoke with Kathy over the phone, and
she informed him that recently Frank and a friend
had returned to the sighting area and had seen
“hundreds of white lights moving about the roads
and fields.” But Frank refused to discuss the matter
with Hunker. Hunker inferred that the couple’s re-
cent break-up had soured him. Then Kathy would
talk no more either. She and Frank both made it clear
that they desired no publicity (Hunker, 1975).

Though it is unlikely that Frank and Kathy were
aware of it, on occasion witnesses have described the
MIB’s habit of making nonsensical declarations and
of speaking in suddenly slowed speech. Both of these
features appear, for example, in the 1976 Herbert
Hopkins episode; see Oxford Abduction Case. (See
also the 1966 Gallipolis, Ohio, CE3 recounted in
Animal Mutilations and UFOs.) Possibly the appar-
ent failure of other Wigwam patrons to notice the
stranger’s peculiar antics connects the encounter
with the eeriest of all MIB-related phenomena: the
Oz Factor.

Oz Factor. Late one November afternoon in 1980, at
the University of Pennsylvania library, Peter M.
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Rojcewicz was doing research for a Ph.D. thesis on
the folklore of UFOs. “I sat alone in a wing facing a
large window to the south,” he would recall. “I had
the table closest to the window, facing the window.
Without any sound to indicate that someone was
approaching me from behind, I noticed from the
corner of my right eye what I supposed was a man’s
black pant leg. He was wearing rather worn black
leather shoes.”

The stranger walked around the table and briefly
looked out the window, his back to Rojcewicz, then
turned and sat down. He was dark-complexioned,
tall, thin, sunken-eyed, and wearing a rumbled black
suit too big for him. Speaking articulately with a slight
accent Rojcewicz thought to be “European,” he asked
what the young man was doing. A short conversation
on UFOs followed as Rojcewicz, who was not much
interested in idle talk, tried to return to his studies.
When the stranger asked if he had ever seen a UFO,
Rojcewicz said he was more interested at the moment
in stories of flying saucers than in the question of
whether UFOs existed as physical spacecraft.

These words seemed to set off the man, who sudden-
ly shouted, “Flying saucers are the most important
fact of the century, and you’re not interested?” Star-
tled and afraid that he might be dealing with a lunatic,
Rojcewicz tried to calm him, and the man lapsed into
silence. Then he stood up “as if he were mechanically
lifted.” He placed his hand on Rojcewicz’s shoulder
and said (as close as Rojcewicz could remember), “Go
well in your purpose.” Rojcewicz did not watch him
go. But a few seconds later he became abruptly
fearful as the strangeness of the encounter hit him.

I got up, walked two steps in the direction he
had left in, turned around, and returned again
to my seat. Got up again. I was highly excited
and finally walked around the stacks to the
reference desk and nobody was behind the
desk. In fact, I could see no one at all in the
library. I've gone to graduate school, and I've
never been in a library when there wasn’t some-
body there! No one was even at the information
desk across the room. I was close to panicking
and went quickly back to my desk. I sat down
and tried to calm myself. In about an hour I rose
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to leave the library. There were two librarians
behind each of the two desks! [Rojcewicz, 1987].

Rojcewicz here describes an odd impression some
UFO witnesses have described but whose significance
went unappreciated until British ufologist Jenny
Randles took note of what she called the “Oz Fac-
tor”"—"the sensation of being isolated, or transport-
ed from the real world into [another] environmental
framework . . . where reality is but slightly different”
(Randles, 1983; see UFOs in the 1980s, pp. 169-70.).
The Oz Factor figures in other MIB reports, for
example this October 1981 report from Victoria,
British Columbia:

Three days after a nighttime UFO sighting, a young
man named Grant Breiland went to Victoria’s busi-
ness district to meet a friend. When the friend did not
show up, Breiland called him from a pay phone
located between two glass doors which served as the
entry to a popular department store. When he put
down the phone and turned around, he was sur-
prised to see two odd-looking men staring at him.
Dressed in dark suits, they had “sun-tanned,” expres-
sionless faces and unblinking eyes. When they spoke,
their lips did not move.

The first asked, “What is your name?” Breiland de-
clined to answer, nor would he offer any information
to the second stranger when the latter asked where he
lived. Undaunted, the second man posed another
question: “What is your number?” Breiland remained
silent, and after five seconds the two, moving with a
stiff, mechanical stride, left through the main door
and walked in perfect synchronization to a nearby
roadway. Frightened yet fascinated, Breiland followed
them at a close distance even though rain was pour-
ing down. The strangers paid no attention to him, not
even when they stopped briefly at the roadside before
crossing it and entering a muddy plowed field some
80 to 90 feet across. Three-quarters of the way
through it, the MIB vanished. Certain they must be
hiding somewhere, Breiland dashed into the field,
but when he noticed that the strange men had left no
footprints, his nerves finally failed him, and he caught
the first bus home.

During the entire time the MIB were visible, no other
human beings were in view: in the store, on the
sidewalk, or in the streets. Breiland saw parked cars
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but no passing ones; yet this was mid-afternoon on
Friday in a busy shopping district which had been far
from deserted before the incident began. Indeed, the
scene became mysteriously repopulated as soon as
the MIB disappeared (Edwards, 1982).

Official agents? In early 1967 Col. George P. Freeman,
a Pentagon spokesman for Project Blue Book, report-
ed that unknown individuals posing as Air Force
officers or as government agents were threatening
UFO witnesses, sometimes even confiscating photo-
graphs. “We have checked a number of these cases,”
he said. “We haven’t been able to find out anything
about these men. By posing as Air Force officers and
government agents they are committing a federal
offense. We would sure like to catch one” (Keel,
1967).

A few months later, in May 1967, a man identifying
himself as Maj. Richard French called on an Owatonna,
Minnesota, woman. “He was about five feet nine
inches tall with a kind of olive complexion and point-
ed face,” she later told Johm Keel. “His hair was dark
and very long—too long for an Air Force officer, we
thought. He spoke perfect English. He was well edu-
cated.” He wore a fashionable gray suit, white shirt,
and black tie.

In the course of the conversation, which dealt with a
UFO experience she and a friend had undergone the
previous November, French complained of stomach
problems, and the woman replied that he might try
some jello. French said he would return for some if
the problems continued. The following morning he
showed up at the door, and the woman sat him down
with a bowl of jello, which he proceeded to try to
drink. “I had to show him how to eat it with a spoon,”
she recalled (Keel, 1970). Coincidentally—so one
assumes—in the early to mid 1960s the Pentagon
spokesman for Project Blue Book was someone named
Richard France.

According to ufologist William L. Moore, “the Men
in Black are really government people in disguise . . .
members of a rather bizarre unit of Air Force intelli-
gence known currently as the Air Force Special Ac-
tivities Center (AFSAC). . . . As of 1991, the AFSAC,
headquartered at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, has been
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under the operational authority of the Air Force
Intelligence Command centered at Kelly Air Force
Base in Texas” (Moore, 1993). Moore claims that
“Gray Barker’s early-’50s hype” inspired operatives
to dress in dark suits and to imitate the men in black
of early and later lore. Presumably, if we are to credit
Moore’s assertions, “Richard French” was having fun
at the expense of a UFO witness.

Indeed, many accounts concern individuals who look
and behave like normal human beings, or at least
normal military officers or intelligence agents, albeit
ones who appear under peculiar circumstances (see,
for example, North Dakota CE3).

Consider this March 16, 1993, story from the Groom
Lake, Nevada, area, near the site of a highly classified
military base at which stealth aircraft are being flown
and from which unsubstantiated rumors of captured
UFOs and extraterrestrial technology have circulated
for years (Cameron, Crain, and Rutkowski, 1990;
Campbell, 1993). A couple who had come to watch
aerial activity from a hill adjacent to the base saw
strange UFO-like lights which, subsequently and
confusingly, seemed to transform themselves into an
automotive vehicle. After the sighting was concluded,
the witnesses sensed that half an hour of the encoun-
ter was unaccounted for. Soon afterwards they un-
derwent hypnosis during which they “recalled” an
abduction by gray-skinned UFO beings. The man was
taken into the craft while the woman was led into a
white van she had seen earlier as the two were driving
to the site. According to an account written by the
male witness, ufologist William F. Hamilton:

Inside the van, two men, dressed entirely in
black with black baseball caps on their heads,
subjected her to intrusive procedures. They
administered some drops in her right eye and
placed an odd instrument into her left ear
canal. She remembered seeing electronic in-
struments inside the van as well as automatic
rifles. She also recalls that these men admon-
ished her not to speak about her experiences.
She did not see the little Gray [alien] during this
period, nor does she remember exactly how she
was placed back in position by our truck [Ham-
ilton, 1993].
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Stories like this one show that the MIB image not only
continues but continues to be adaptable to new cir-
cumstances and to fresh ufological contexts.

MIB in experience and imagination. In some instances,
as we have seen, men-in-black reports can be plausi-
bly interpreted as instances of official interest in UFO
sightings, especially those of an unusually evidential
nature. MIB reports, on the other hand, tend, as we
have seen, to have an outlandish, surrealistic flavor.
Keel, Rojcewicz, and other chroniclers, who take the
stories at face value, have offered various explana-
tions based on their belief in occult phenomena (see
Paranormal and Occult Theories About UFQOs). Oth-
ers, for example Hilary Evans, see MIB experiences as
psychological experiences of a particularly remark-
able kind, though he acknowledges the limitations of
this sort of reductionism (Evans, 1984).

Unless all those reporting such experiences are ly-
ing—an appealing proposition for which, unfortu-
nately, no good evidence exists—it is hard to imagine
an explanation that does not force us to exceed the
boundaries of current knowledge. Yet MIB (as op-
posed to men-in-black) stories, products solely of
memory and testimony, can be little more than curi-
osities. One provisional interpretation, more descrip-
tive than explanatory, might be that such occurrences
take place in an “experiential reality”—a kind of
subjective state which, at least in its ostensible physi-
cal setting, is indistinguishable from event-level reali-
ty; yet within this seemingly familiar environment,
unearthly entities of various kinds appear and inter-
act with the experient. They may be no more “real”
than figures in unusually vivid dreams; thus, for
example, they leave no footprints when they are seen
to cross a muddy field.

This is in itself, needless to say, an extraordinary
hypothesis, positing a kind of hallucinatory experi-
ence unrecognized by psychology, whose notion of
what comprises a hallucination is far more modest,
and it is hard to imagine how such an explanation
could apply to that minority of cases involving more
than one witness. Even by UFO-report standards,
MIB stories are hugely anomalous. It is possible,
though hardly certain, that MIB are a strange experi-
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ential phenomenon inspired by UFO sightings but
not truly related to them.

Thomas E. Bullard, a folklorist specializing in UFO-
related beliefs, has placed MIB in a broader tradition
of mysterious visitants:

[Allmost a sense of familiarity attaches to the
Men in Black. They step into the shoes vacated
by angels and demons to serve as modernized
versions of otherworldly messengers, modified
to reflect extraterrestrial rather than supernatu-
ral employment but clearly functionaries in the
same mold. Even high gods like Odin in Norse
mythology sometimes disguised themselves and
roamed the earth to dispense justice or stir up
strife among humans, but this sort of work
usually devolved on a servant class of beings. In
classical belief demons populated the earth in
great number, as did fairies in Celtic folklore,
and like fairies these demons worked to help or
harm mortals. In Zoroastrian, Jewish, Christian
and Islamic beliefs these beings lost some of
their choice of action as they divided into two
distinct camps, one loyal to God and the other
henchmen of the devil. . . . Devils and demonic
beings enjoy broader license for mischief as
they cause harm by whatever means their evil
imaginations can devise. . . . [T]he primary ac-
tivity of demons is to tempt humans into sin.
For this purpose demons often disguise them-
selves by transformation and a common motif
in folklore leaves an imperfection in the dis-
guise, often the cloven hoofs of the devil going
unchanged. Strange feet and an “artificial” or
doll-like look are common traits of Men in
Black as well. The devil of folklore sometimes
rides a black carriage, the nearest thing to a
Cadillac, and often has considerable knowledge
and power. If he harms a human he may have to
win the permission or cooperation of the victim
first, often by trickery; but the saint with a trust
in God knew that the devil had no power over
the faithful. This theme perhaps reflects the
usual harmlessness of Men in Black despite
their ability to threaten and scare a witness,
though the parallels between devil lore and
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Men in Black lore are mostly remote. We can
even wonder if MIBs are really evil, since their
warning to keep silent might offer good practi-
cal advice after all, everything considered [Bullard,
1987].
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MOODY ABDUCTION CASE

In 1975 Sgt. Charles L. Moody worked the swing shift
at Holloman Air Force Base near Alamogordo, New
Mexico. When his shift ended at 11:30 p.M. on August
12, he drove home, changed clothes, watched the
Tonight Show for an hour, and then drove out into the
desert. Earlier in the day he had read a newspaper
article which reported that the earth was experienc-
ing a meteor shower and it could be best observed at
around 1 aAM. Moody, a 14-year career man and a
decorated veteran of the Vietnam war, knew little
about astronomy; thus he expected to see a literal
shower of meteors, not an occasional appearance of
one.

Moody took a dirt road out into a remote area where
the lights of Alamogordo were distant enough not to
brighten the sky. Sitting on the front left fender of the
car, he smoked a cigarette and watched for shooting
stars. Instead he saw a metallic disc fall out of the sky
some 300 feet from him. It was about 50 feet long, 20
feet wide, and faintly luminous. At first it did not
occur to Moody that this might be a UFO; he not only
disbelieved in such things but openly laughed at
persons who claimed to have seen them.

At about 20 feet altitude the object stopped its de-
scent, then headed toward Moody’s car at a leisurely
pace. Only then did it dawn on the witness that this
was not some sort of conventional aircraft. Suddenly
uneasy, he got into his car and turned the ignition.
The engine was dead. Moody was baffled; he had put
in a new battery only a month before. He looked over
at the object. It was hovering some 70 feet from him.
An oblong window, five feet high and three feet wide,
was now visible just to the right-center of the struc-
ture. Through it Moody could see shadowy human
forms. A high-pitched sound like a dental drill filled
the air for a short time, then ceased. A numbness
came over him.

The next thing he knew, the object was ascending,
disappearing from sight within seconds.

This time, to Moody’s immense relief, the car started,
and he raced toward Alamogordo. His relief would
be short-lived. Entering his kitchen, he happened to
glance at the clock and was shocked to note that it was



one building such as a school, a factory, or a theater. For example, in March 1972
workers in a Midwestern data-processing center complained of a mysterious cause
that made them sick. Air, blood, and urine samples failed to detect anything out of
the ordinary. Moreover, a worker — who did not speak English and was therefore
socially isolated from the others — did not smell the gas even when others did. The
scientists who investigated the attacks eventually told the workers a phony story
— that an “atmospheric inversion” was responsible — and after that the attacks
ceased. A later study by sociologists indicated that those workers most alienated
from their jobs were the most susceptible.

Still, just enough aspects of the Mattoon and Botetourt incidents resist
the mass-hysteria explanation to leave open the question of what really happened
there.
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Men in Black

n rch 30,1 y on of the Barmouth Advertiser, a Welsh news-
paper, it was reported that over a period of three nights a “man dressed in black”
had appeared in the bedroom of an “exceptionally intelligent young woman of the
peasant stock. ... This figure has delivered a message to the girl which she is
frightened to relate.”

This curious incident allegedly occurred in the midst of a religious revival
in which sightings of mysterious lights figured prominently. It is the first known
report of a “man in black” in an arguably UFO context.

In 1953 men in black entered twentieth-century folklore permanently
when Albert K. Bender of Bridgeport, Connecticut, abruptly closed down his popu-
lar International Flying Saucer Bureau (IFSB) and refused to elaborate on a cryptic
statement in the last issue (October 1953) of the IFSB magazine Space Review. The
statement indicated that Bender now knew the answer to the UFO mystery but
could not publish it because of “orders from a higher source.” In addition, he urged
“those engaged in saucer work to please be very cautious.”
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Pressed by Gray Barker, who had been IFSB’s
chief investigator, Bender would say only that three
men in black suits had visited him in September,
told him what UFOs are, and threatened him
with prison if he revealed what they had told
him. The experience was so traumatic that
Bender subsequently fell ill. He told Barker
that the strangers were “members of the

United States government.”

Even so, some suspected that
the men in black were representatives
not of American intelligence but of
alien intelligence. Barker wrote a scary,
paranoia-driven book on the episode,
They Knew Too Much About Flying
Saucers (1956), and over the next few

years exploited — and freely embellished
— the “Bender mystery” in various publica-
tions. Soon Bender’s visitors were being
identified variously as demons, agents of
the International Bankers, or representatives
of a civilization inside the Earth.

In 1962 Bender wrote; and Barker pub-
lished, Flying Saucers and the Three Men — a wild story
Albert Bender’s that only the most impressionable readers took to be any-
sketchof oneof | thing other than a clumsy science-fiction novel. In it Bender was taken to the
the three Men in South Pole by monstrous aliens, who then monitored his activities until 1960,

Black whovisited | when they returned to their home planet.
his Connecticut
home in 1953. Men-in-black stories were revived in the 1960s when a New York writer,

(Courtesy Fortean Picture John A.Keel, recounted episodes of witness harassment in New York, Ohio, West

Library) Virginia, and elsewhere. Keel even claimed some personal encounters: “I kept ren-
dezvous with black Cadillacs on Long Island, and when I tried to pursue them they
would disappear impossibly on dead-end roads. ... More than once I woke up in the
middle of the night to find myself unable to move, with a dark apparition standing
over me.” In Keel’s telling, the men in black were not government agents or even
human beings but paranormal entities associated with the UFQ intelligences
themselves. Frequently described as being vaguely Asian in appearance, they
behaved strangely, asking odd or even rude questions of those whom they con-
fronted. They usually traveled in large black cars.

Keel warned investigators, “Do not attempt to apprehend MIB yourself. Do
not attack them physically. Approach them with great caution. They frequently
employ hypnotic techniques.”

According to Keel — given to making sweeping pronouncements not
always susceptible to independent verification — men in black played a hidden role
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in history. They interacted with such historical figures as Julius Caesar, Thomas
Jefferson, Napoleon, and Malcolm X. Moreover, “the general descriptions of the
vampires ...are identical to the ‘men in black’” The danger of MIB visitation to
those interested in UFOs — especially “the neurotic, the gullible, and the imma-
ture” — is such, Keel warned, that parents should “forbid their children from becom-
ing involved [in UFO study]. Schoolteachers and other adults should not encourage
teenagers to take an interest in the subject.”

Through Keel, men in black were transformed into what he called MIB.
Men in black were government (presumably FBI or military intelligence) agents;
MIB were otherworldly terrorists. MIB typically bore only a superficial resem-
blance to human beings. While frequently ignorant of the most elemental matters
(such as, in one instance, how to eat jello), they seemed to know things no mere
mortal could have been aware of, everything from obscure details about a witness’s
or investigator’s personal history to that person’s unreported UFO sighting.

MIB reports were not confined to Keel’s witnesses or even to the United
States.In May 1975, two weeks after a dramatic sighting from his Piper Pa-24 — a
sighting confirmed on the radar screens at the Mexico City airport — a young pilot
was pursued down the freeway by four black-suited, “Scandinavian”looking men in
a black limousine. After forcing him to the side of the road, they warned him not to
discuss his sighting; the pilot was on his way to do a television interview. A month
later one of the strangers reappeared and threatened him again as he was on his
way to a hotel to talk with J. Allen Hynek, the prominent American astronomer and
UFO investigator. That was his last meeting with the MIB, whom he remembered
as tall and strangely white; “I never saw them blink,” he added.

By the late 1980s such tales were sufficiently numerous to warrant the
attention of the Journal of American Folklore. There Peter M. Rojcewicz surveyed
the MIB’s role in flying-saucer legends and related it to earlier demonic traditions.
He also told of his own MIB encounter, though giving himself the pseudonym
“Michael Elliot.” While doing research on UFOs in a library, he was approached by a
dark-featured, dark-suited man who, speaking briefly in a slight accent about fly-
ing saucers, placed his hand on Rojcewicz’s shoulder and said, “Go well in your pur-
pose,” and vanished.

A popular 1996 film, Men in Black, directed by Barry Sonnenfeld and star-
ring Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith, used the MIB concept to splendid comic
effect,imagining a supersecret agency battling the machinations of evil extrater-
restrials. Its inspiration was not UFO literature but Lowell Cunningham’s comic-
book series of the same name. Scott Spencer’s literary novel Men in Black (1995)
concerns a serious writer whose hack work on UFOs brings him unwelcome suc-
cess. Once only in the vocabulary of ufologists, the men-in-black concept is now a
part of our common culture. Nonetheless, reports of “real” MIB remain as uncom-
mon as ever.
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Merfolk

“Are we to believe that all those beings equally exist, and, on the principle
that there can be no smoke without a fire, are we to hold that there would be no
popular conception of the banshee, the leprechaun, or the Maighdean-mhara (sea-
maiden, mermaid), and consequently no tales told about them,” the Irish historian
and folklorist Douglas Hyde asked, “if such beings did not exist, and from time to
time allow themselves to be seen like the wood-martin and the kingfisher?”

Hyde was venting his exasperation on a colleague, W. Y. Evans-Wentz, who
had given him space in his The Fairy-Faith in Celtic Countries (first published in
1911) to dispute Evans-Wentz’s heretical view that fairies may be real entities who
dwell in a paranormal dimension of existence. Something like Hyde’s question will
occur to anyone who reads reports — and there is (or was) no shortage of them — of
merfolk “sightings.”

Consider, for example, the results of a 1723 official inquiry into the mer-
folk problem. A Danish Royal Commission set out to lay the issue to rest; if it found
merfolk mere fantasy, then those who continued to speak of them would find them-
selves in trouble with the law. Free expression about such matters was preserved,
however, when members of the commission themselves spotted a merman near the
Faroe Islands. On the approach of their ship, it sank into the water but surfaced
shortly afterwards to stare intently at them with its deep-set eyes. A few minutes
of this scrutiny proved so unsettling that the ship effected a retreat. As it was
doing so, the merman puffed out his cheeks and emitted a “deep roar” before div-
ing out of sight.
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BARKER, GRAY R 1925-198

Gray Barker was born on May 2, 1925, in Riffle, West
Virginia, and would remain a resident of West Virgin-
iaall hislife. In 1947 he received a B.A. from Glenville
State College. After teaching public school between
1948 and 1949, he took a job selling theatrical equip-
ment. By 1952 he was working out of Clarksburg asa
theater booker and owner.

In 1952 a newspaper account alerted him to the
Flatwoods monster story. Barker investigated the
report and wrote an article on it for Fate (Barker,
1953). That same year, as he was reading the letters
column of Ray Palmer’s science-fiction magazine
Other Worlds, he saw an announcement for the Inter-
national Flying Saucer Bureau (IFSB), headed by
Albert K. Bender of Bridgeport, Connecticut. Barker
quickly joined, became one of the most active mem-
bers, and wrote frequently for the IFSB magazine
Space Review. In the fall of 1953, Bender abruptly
closed down the organization after allegedly being
threatened by three men in black who imparted to
him the frightening answer to the UFO mystery.
Barker became obsessed with the “Bender mystery,”
as it was called, and wrote a book about it, They Knew
Too Much About Flying Saucers (1956).

In September 1953 he started a magazine, The
Saucerian, later (beginning in March 1956) called The
Saucerian Bulletin, which covered the more outland-
ish aspects of popular fascination with UFOs, includ-
ing monster reports, contactee yarns, the Shaver
mystery, and the latest rumors about Bender and his
mysterious silencers. Barker was privately skeptical of
much of what he reported but genuinely delighted in
the colorful tales that came his way. James W. Moseley,
who knew him well, has written: “Probably by the
mid-1950s Barker realized that he was functioning
only as an entertainer and folklorist rather than a
factual reporter, but he enjoyed the role and played it
exceedingly well” (Moseley, 1984). Whatever one
thought of what Barker was writing, there was no
question that he was a gifted writer with a gentle,
understated sense of humor.

For the edification of their audiences, Barker and
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Gray Barker’s Saucerian Bulletin (September 1, 1959) im-
poses a sketch of the Flatwoods, West Virginia, “monster”
on a photograph of the encounter site.

Moseley, who published the rival Saucer News, pre-
tended to be feuding, though in fact the two were
close friends, and regularly sniped at each other in
the pages of their respective magazines. Once a Sau-
cer News writer, Lonzo Dove, went so far as to charge—
via extremely selective use of quotes from Barker’s
book—that Barker had played a “cruel joke” on
Bender; according to Dove, Barker, wearing a dis-
guise, and two confederates were the three men who
threatened the IFSB director (Dove, 1959b).

No one besides Dove gave that particular theory any
credence, but Barker was undeniably responsible,
along with Moseley, for one of the most notorious
hoaxes of the 1950s, a December 1957 letter written
on State Department stationery by one R. E. Straith
and addressed to contactee George Adamski. “‘Straith”
claimed that the department knew of the truth of
Adamski’s reported meetings with Space Brothers
and was quietly supporting his efforts. Dove conclud-
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ed (correctly) that the letter had been written on
Barker’s typewriter (1959a), but Moseley refused to
publish his manuscript on the subject; Dove did not
know of the Saucer News editor’s involvement. Adam-
ski’s partisans made much of the letter (Zinsstag and
Good, 1983)until, soon after Barker’s death, Moseley
confirmed the long-standing rumors about the docu-
ment’s true provenance (Moseley, 1985).

In 1959 Barker entered book-publishing with From
Outer Space to You, Howard Menger’s account of his
claimed interactions with space people and some-
thing of a classic of contactee literature. Soon he was
trying to persuade Bender to tell all and succeeded in
due course. Bender’s Flying Saucers and the Three Men
(1962) told a wild story which read like (and which
many assumed to be) science fiction, in which mon-
strous aliens abducted Bender to the South Pole and
frightened him into silence. Even Barker privately,
and sometimes not so privately (Young and Barker,
1976), confessed this was a bit much, but that did not
stop him from relentless Bender-related promotions,
including the compilation of a hastily tossed-togeth-
er collection of letters from impressionable readers
of Bender’s book (Barker, 1962).

The last issue of Saucerian Bulletin (which had at-
tained a circulation of 1500, making it one of the
most popular UFO magazines) was released in 1962,
and the following year Barker sold it to Moseley, who
incorporated it into Saucer News. In 1968 Barker
purchased that magazine from Moseley and let it die
in 1972.

Under the Saucerian imprint Barker published a
number of large-sized paperback books, usually com-
piled from his mail (The Strange Case of Dr. M. K. Jessup
[1963]) or from clippings (Gray Barker’s Book of Sau-
cers [1965]). In 1970 he wrote The Silver Bridge, a
partially fictionalized account of some bizarre, UFO-
related events which allegedly took place in West
Virginia and Ohio in the mid-1960s. It and They Knew
Too Much are the only significant (some would say
“real”’) books bearing Barker’s by-line. Yet even the
least interesting works Barker published usually had
something to recommend them, and a few titles were
notable for various reasons.

John Stuart’s UFO Warning (1963), for example, is as
strange a flying-saucer book as has ever been pub-

72

lished. A New Zealand ufologist of the early 1950s,
the now-deceased Stuart figures in They Knew Too
Much as one of the silenced “researchers” driven
from the field by dark forces. Finally able to tell all, or
at least what he says is all of it, he relates his involve-
ment, which he continually protests was platonic
though the steamy tone of the book causes readers to
suspect otherwise (Moseley, 1963; Collins, 1990),
with a beautiful fellow “researcher” (Doreen Wilkin-
son) given the pseudonym Barbara Turner. Accord-
ing to UFO Warning, Stuart and Turner spent many
hours every evening, and not infrequently into the
early morning, discussing flying saucers. Then a hide-
ous-looking monster appeared to the two of them.
Soon afterwards three invisible entities raped Turner
in her room, and she and Stuart fled town, separately.
In the introduction Barker confesses, “I personally
don’t know quite what to think of it.”

In the 1970s Barker started an irregularly published
tabloid, Gray Barker’s Newsletter, and continued to
release interesting books such as‘Anna Lykins Genz-
linger’s The Jessup Dimension (1981), about the alleged
murder of 1950s UFO author M. K. Jessup, and two
excellent bibliographies, Barker’s own A UFO Guide
to “Fate” Magazine (1981) and Bruce A. Walton’s A
Guide to the Inner Earth (1983) (see Hollow Earth and
UFOs). Fittingly, one of the very last releases revived
Barker’s first love, the men in black; it was called MIB:
The Secret Terror Among Us (1983), and it told, yet
again, the tale of Al Bender. In the early 1980s
Saucerian Books became New Age Press.

In his last years, according to those who knew him,
Barker grew deeply unhappy as he battled financial
problems and wrestled with personal demons. In
October 1984 a severe illness put him in the hospital.
After a few weeks he was released. Days later he was
placed in the intensive care unit of a Charleston, West
Virginia, hospital, where he remained until he died
on December 6.
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BENDER, ALBERT K. S¢e Bender Mystery;
International Flying Saucer Bureau.

BENDER MYSTERY

n Aprn Albert K. Bender, a factory worker
from Bridgeport, Connecticut, announced the for-
mation of the International Flying Saucer Bureau
(IFSB), whose purpose was to “gather flying saucer
information” and to “get all Flying Saucer minded
people acquainted with each other.... We would like
to be considered ‘Friends of the Flying Saucer Occu-
pants’ providing they decide to land on earth with a
friendly attitude. Perhaps they may be able to use
mental telepathy and already know that we shall
welcome their visits. It seems that everybody that
speaks or talks about the saucers have [sic] aggression
on their minds [sic], but not.so with members of the
IFSB” (May We Welcome You, 1952).

But by fall of the following year, Bender had left the
UFO business an unhappy, frightened man, and a
flying-saucer legend had begun.

At the time he established the IFSB, Bender was a 31-
year-old bachelor who lived with his stepfather. He
was obsessed not only with UFOs but with occultism,
horror movies, and science fiction. Bender trans-
formed his part of the house into what he called a
“chamber of horrors,” lining the walls with pictures
of monsters and filling shelves and tables with shrunken
heads and artificial bats. At night he would entertain
himself with imaginary out-of-body trips into deep
space, where “strange and eerie dark shadows swirled
by me, with thousands of eyes watching me from the
blackness of it all” (Bender, 1962). Meanwhile he
proceeded with publication of the IFSB magazine
Space Review, an informal periodical patterned after
the science-fiction fanzines Bender was fond of. The
first issue appeared in October 1952. The organiza-
tion grew quickly and attracted some 1500 members.
One of the most active was a West Virginia man
named Gray Barker, with whom the name Albert K.
Bender was destined to be forever associated. In
February 1953 Barker was appointed the IFSB’s chief
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investigator. Soon the organization had representa-
tives in Europe, New Zealand, and Australia.

All went well until one day in September 1953 when,
so Bender would confide to Barker and other close
associates, three menacing men (whom he initially
identified as *“members of the United States Govern-
ment” [Barker, 1954, 1956]) called on him, told him
the answer to the UFO mystery, and warned him that
he would be imprisoned if he repeated it. Bender said
that the experience had upset him so much that he
was sick for three days afterwards. Though pressed by
Barker and other IFSB confidantes, he would reveal
little else, only that the visitors, all dressed in black
suits, arrived after he related a theory about UFO
origin to an unnamed “someone.... Then the men
came” (¢bid.). Bender added that the U.S. govern-
ment had known what UFOs are since 1951 and
would reveal the secret—a frightening one—within
either five months or four years. A subsequent visit
from one of the men was friendlier, and Bender felta
little better.

Soon afterwards the last issue (dated October) of
Space Review appeared, with this cryptic an
nouncement:

STATEMENT OF IMPORTANCE: The mys-
tery of the flying saucer is no longer a mystery.
The source is already known, but any informa-
tion about this is being withheld by orders from
a higher source. We would like to print the full
story in Space Review, but because of the nature
of the information we are very sorry that we
have been advised in the negative. We advise
those engaged in saucer work to please be very
cautious.

Over the next year and a half, UFO enthusiasts in
Canada, New Zealand, and Australia left the field
under cloudy circumstances, amid allegations or sus-
picions that they had been “silenced” by mysterious,
dark-suited strangers (se¢ UFOs in Australia and
New Zealand through 1959). In 1956 Barker pub-
lished a book-length treatment of all this, under the
sinister title They Knew Too Much About Flying Saucers.

Barker kept interest in the “Bender mystery” alive by
featuring it in his popular magazine The Saucerian
(later Saucerian Bulletin). In 1957 Bender contributed
a short piece to Ray Palmer’s Flying Saucers maga-
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zine. Most of it is devoted to complaints about harass-
ment from enthusiasts who were trying to get him to
reveal his secrets; but Bender also wrote, ‘“The time
has not yet come when things I know about can be
told or written.... [T]he real truth would hurt, be-
cause the answer will affect so many.”

Barker became a book publisher in 1958, when he
purchased a manuscript by contactee Howard Menger,
released the next year as From Outer Space to You. He
urged Bender to write a book, which Barker would
release under his Saucerian imprint, and in Decem-
ber—to Barker’s delight—Bender agreed. A few
weeks later, however, Bender reported in a letter, “I
wrote one chapter and something happened. As a
result I don’t think this is the proper time to write
about UFOs.” Nonetheless Barker went on his al-
ready-planned trip to visit the now-married Bender
and his wife Betty. There Bender apologized for his
reluctance to do the book. “I fear for the safety of
Betty and myself should I go ahead,” he explained,
expressing a fear of physical harm but not from the
U.S. government (‘“Albert K. Bender,” 1959).

But three years later, in 1962, Barker let it be known
that the book was about to be published. Careful
readers of Barker’s initial announcement, however,
could have sensed that the manuscript had been
something of a letdown. Writing with a striking ab-
sence of hyperbole, Barker offered the underwhelm-
ing observation that the book seemed “written in a
straightforward manner.” He added, “When you see
this book I do hope that you will not immediately
accept it [as] any final solution to the saucer mystery,
and that you will find time to exercise careful judg-
ment upon it” (Barker, 1962a).

When the book, titled Flying Saucers and the Three
Men, appeared soon afterwards, many readers, who
found the story it told impossible to believe, were as
disappointed as Barker. Bender claimed that the
three men were aliens in disguise—without their
disguises they looked like the Flatwoods monster—
and their mission was to gather and refine sea water,
from which they were extracting an element needed
on their home planet in a distant solar system. The
beings, who possessed vast paranormal powers, took
Bender to their base in the Antarctic. They told
Bender that God does not exist and that human
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beings do not survive death. They gave Bender a
small disc which would monitor his activities until the
aliens were finished with their mission and on their
way home. That happened in 1960, freeing Bender to
tell all.

Some readers embraced the story as literal truth
(Barker, 1962b). Another called it “first-rate space
fiction with the advantage that the author believes it
to be true” (Lade, 1962). But to others it resembled
nothing so much as a clumsy fabrication. One critic,
David Halperin, pointed to a telltale clue. Bender
reported that the beings came from a planet called
Kazik, which they pronounced *“Kayik”’; yet, Halperin
observed, “There is no record in Bender’s book of
the word[’s] ever having been spelled out for him or
put in print,” surely suggesting that the word was
invented by Bender (Clark, 1964)—in short, an
inattentive fantasy writer’s blunder. H. P. Beasley and
A. V. Sampsel noted another problem: “[T]he story
lacks a good solid motive or purpose.... How could
Bender or anyone else have discovered [the aliens’]
secret unless they chose to reveal it; and if they wished
their secret to remain unknown, what possible pur-
pose could they have had in revealing it deliberately
to Bender, only to have to then force silence upon
him, causing him physical pain and disturbing his
peace of mind for the next eight years? ... What was so
significant about a few tons of sea water? ... What had
such entities to fear from anyone, if Bender did
publish such a ‘secret?” Who would believe it, or be
able to interfere with such an advanced civilization?”
(Beasley and Sampsel, 1963).

The application of logic to such an inherently implau-
sible tale seemed pointless to other critics. Nonethe-
less few who knew Bender doubted that something
had genuinely frightened him and caused him to shut
down his organization. Those still intrigued with the
Bender mystery went back to his sketchy original
account and debated whether the three men were
government agents (as Bender had hinted in his
original conversations with Barker and others), ma-
levolent beings from inside the earth (Johannes, 1972),
or—as Beasley and Sampsel, among others, argued—
demons.

Barker himself would confess that he “liked the first
set of circumstances better. It could still be true. He
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could’ve come across some military secret which
some intelligence agency might have visited him
about and made him keep quiet about. Or maybe let’s
say he did know something, and the CIA came to visit
him, and they knew of a skeleton in his closet.... That
could have upset him.” In the original story the men
in black were not “weird-looking” and looked like
“businessmen.” As for the story in Bender’s book,
“I'd rather believe it was something that came to him
in a trance or a dream.... I mean, if I'd been there in
his room while he was in ‘Antarctica,” maybe I would
have seen him lying in his bed in a trance” (Barker,
1976).

Nonetheless, whatever his personal feelings, Barker
plunged ahead with the publication and promotion
of Bender materials, including a volume, Bender Mys-
tery Confirmed (1962), composed of speculative, often
eccentric letters from readers of Flying Saucers and the
Three Men. A follow-up volume by Bender, The World
of Kazik, was announced but never published; the
manuscript Bender produced, Barker said, was not
“good enough to do anything with” (ibid.).

Shortly after publication of his book, Bender moved
to Los Angeles, where he started the Max Steiner
Memorial Society, dedicated to the famous film scor-
er. On occasion he would answer letters from UFO-
minded inquirers. In one response, written in late
1976, he predicted that “in 1977 something spectacu-
lar will take place involving space” (Bender, 1976).
This prophecy, like the one about the official release
of UFO secrets in the 1950s, was not to be fulfilled.

Stories of men in black were revived in the 1960s and
1970s (Keel, 1975, 1990; Schwarz, 1977/1978) and in
time were even being discussed in the august Journal
of American Folklore (Rojcewicz, 1987). In 1980 British
ufologist Brian Burden theorized that Bender was
the victim of an intelligence-agency thought-control
experiment; he had been given drugs so that he
would be susceptible to hypnosis and other manipu-
lation (Burden, 1980). But for most the Bender mys-
tery, once one of the liveliest issues in at least some
ufological circles, was an obscure historical footnote.
Still, it had not entirely lost its capacity to induce
paranoia. According to one story, in 1980 a Califor-
nia UFO enthusiast, learning that Bender lived not
far from him, wrote him a letter and asked for a
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meeting. Bender did not answer, but shortly after-
wards “very frightening phenomena” entered the
man’s life. They would erupt whenever he spoke or
wrote of UFOs, and he broke off all his associations in
ufology, refusing to provide any details (Collins,
1990).
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BETHURUM, TRUMAN (1898-1969)

Truman Bethurum was among the most prominent
of the 1950s-era contactees, occupying the second
rank (behind George Adamski, the movement’s most
influential figure) alongside such notables as Daniel
Fry, George Van Tassel, Orfeo Angelucci, and How-
ard Menger, with whom he shared stages at contactee-
oriented flying-saucer conventions.

Bethurum was born in Gavalin, California, on August
21, 1898. Poorly educated, he worked as a laborer



